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BOROUGH OF STOCKTON

BOROUGH COUNCIL  

OFFICIAL MINUTES

                                                                                                                                    APPROVED:  6/8/15
REGULAR MEETING 

MAY 11, 2015

A Regular Meeting of the Borough Council of the Borough of Stockton was called to order by Mayor Timothy Nemeth at 7:05 pm on May 11, 2015.  The following members of the Borough Council were present: Mr. Tony Grecco, Mr. Adam Juncosa, Mr. Aaron Lipsen, Mr. Nic Messina,  Mrs. Kate Steffanelli and Mr. Donald Vandgrift.  Borough Administrator/Clerk Michele Hovan and Chief Financial Officer Diane McDaniel were also present.  There were no members of the public present.

Mayor Nemeth read the “Sunshine Statement” indicating the meeting was being held in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act and led the flag salute.  Mayor Nemeth opened the meeting to the public.  There being no questions or comments, the meeting was closed to the public on motion by Mr. Juncosa, seconded Mrs. Steffanelli and carried.
Ordinance No. 15-04 – First Reading – Exceed the 2015 Municipal Budget Appropriations Limit and to Establish a Cap Bank
“ORDINANCE TO EXCEED THE 2015MUNICIPAL BUDGET APPROPRIATION LIMITS AND TO ESTABLISH A CAP BANK” 
Ms. Hovan read Ordinance No. 15-04 by title and explained that the ordinance would permit the Borough to adjust the cost of living allocations in order to construct the 2015 municipal budget.  
Resolution No. 2015-45, as filed in the Borough Clerk’s office and to introduce Ordinance No. 15-04, was adopted on motion by Mr. Vandegrift, seconded by Mr. Lipsen and carried.

Roll Call:  
Ayes:  Grecco, Juncosa, Lipsen, Messina, Steffanelli, Vandegrift

 

Nays: 
None


 

Absent: None   


 

Abstain: None
Resolution
Resolution No. 2015-46, as filed in the Borough Clerk’s office and as listed below, was adopted on motion by Mr. Vandegrift, seconded by Mr. Messina and carried.

2015-46
Temporary Emergency Appropriations
 Roll Call:  
Ayes:  Grecco, Juncosa, Lipsen, Messina, Steffanelli, Vandegrift

 

Nays: 
None


 

Absent: None   


 

Abstain: None
Proclamation – Relay for Life of Hunterdon County.
Mayor Nemeth noted the proclamation for the event.

Introduction of 2015 Municipal Budget 

Ms. Hovan and Ms. McDaniel provided an overview of the 2015 municipal budget.  Ms. Hovan announced that the public hearing would be held on June 8, 2015.  Mayor Nemeth said that the finance committee worked through the budget and that no major programs or policy changes were in it.  In response to a question raised by Mr. Lipsen, Ms. Hovan stated that the fire department paving request was contained within the capital plan, to be considered via a capital ordinance.  Continuing the dialogue for the capital items, Mr. Grecco said that he strongly objected to appropriating funds for the Borough Engineer to design the trash rack for Wilson Drive and said that the County should pay for it. Ms. Hovan and Mayor Nemeth explained the steps to date and that during a recent meeting with the County regarding the project, the County Engineer was considerably more agreeable to partnering with the Borough than his predecessor was.  Mayor Nemeth said that during the meeting, the handshake agreement was that the Borough would design the rack and the County Engineer would petition the Freeholders to fund the construction and maintenance of it.  Mr. Grecco remained adamant in his stance.  Mr. Grecco also said that the Bob Ent of the Water Department told him that the fire hydrants need to be upgraded.  Ms. Hovan said that she was not aware of the project and asked Mr. Grecco if he could obtain a proposal for it. Considerable discussion ensued.  On motion by Mr. Lipsen, seconded by Mr. Grecco and carried, the 2015 Municipal Budget was introduced. 
Roll Call:  
Ayes:  Grecco, Juncosa, Lipsen, Messina, Steffanelli, Vandegrift

 

Nays: 
None


 

Absent: None   


 

Abstain: None
Claims for Payment – The Claims for Payment, as attached, were approved on motion by Mr. Messina, seconded by Mr. Vandegrift and carried.
Roll Call:  
Ayes:  Grecco, Juncosa, Lipsen, Messina, Steffanelli, Vandegrift

 

Nays: 
None


 

Absent: None   


 

Abstain: None
Mr. Lipsen reported that the vendor he first sought was out of mulch and that he had contacted another vendor. Ms. Hovan and Ms. McDaniel said that once they received the quote, they could process the purchase order and cancel the first one issued.  Mr. Lipsen also said that he touched up the letter to the residents about the park survey.  He also said he would go to Staples for copies.
Council Liaison Reports – Mr. Lipsen announced that the clean-up day at the park would be held over the weekend.  Mrs. Steffanelli said that the Lambertville/West Amwell baseball and softball club was interested in using the field for practice.  Mayor Nemeth said that he spoke to one of the organizers who told him that the field was unsuitable currently for safe use.  Mayor Nemeth also reported on a request by the Presbyterian Church for a donation and donations using taxpayer dollars was discussed.  Mr. Messina said that it would be good if the group could help fund the ballfield improvements.  Mr. Lipsen said that the tarps on the canal banks had blown out of place.  Mayor Nemeth said he would contact the Water Authority.  Mr. Grecco said there was a broken pipe he was looking at and Mrs. Steffanelli said the sign was down at Skeeter’s Alley.  Mrs. Steffanelli and Mr. Grecco talked about the downed sign at Mill Street.  Mr. Grecco and Mr. Messina discussed spare signs that might be in the jail.  A discussed ensued regarding Bridge Street parking and necessary signage for parking. Ms. Hovan said she would send Mr. Grecco a copy of the ordinance.
Mayor Nemeth announced the next meeting would be held on June 8, 2015.  There being no further discussion, the meeting was adjourned at 7:54 pm on motion by Mr. Lipsen seconded by Mr. Messina and carried.

Respectfully submitted,

Michele Hovan, RMC

Borough Clerk
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