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BOROUGH OF STOCKTON

BOROUGH COUNCIL

OFFICIAL MINUTES

                                                                                                                                    APPROVED: 
REGULAR MEETING

APRIL 18, 2022

The April 18, 2022 Regular Meeting of the Borough Council of the Borough of Stockton was called to order by Mayor Timothy Nemeth at 7:04 pm.  The meeting was held at Stockton Borough Hall, 2 South Main Street, Stockton, NJ.  Mayor Nemeth read the “Sunshine Statement” indicating the meeting was being held in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act and led the flag salute.
Borough Administrator/Clerk Michele Hovan called the roll.  The following members of Council were present: Ms. Rebecca Hendricks, Mr. Aaron Lipsen, Mr. Michael Mann, and Mr. Donald Vandegrift. Mr. Adam Juncosa and Mr. Kenneth Kozuhowski were absent.  Borough Attorney Michael Butler and Chief Financial Officer Diane McDaniel were also present.  There were 4 members of the public present.    

Mayor Nemeth the meeting to the public.  Ms. Kate Butler, 2 Ferry Street, distributed a description of a drainage issue on Ferry and stated that runoff was eroding the area, including her front yard.  She requested that curbing be installed and continue the curbing from Rt. 29 to Ferry.  Mayor Nemeth said that the Council would review the request.  Mr. Stephen Giocondo, 1 Glenwood Lane, described several road issues, including the washout on Woolverton, perpendicular cracks in the road on Wilson, a separation of asphalt at Crestmont and Glenwood that he suggested be repaired when Hilltop is repaved, and also stated annoyance that the in-street pedestrian sign on Bridge Street is rarely in place.  Ms. Hovan said that the Woolverton issue was captured under the FEMA claim and that she would ask the engineer to investigate the asphalt issues.  Council briefly discussed the in-street pedestrian signs, agreeing that the signs are often moved or struck.  Mayor Nemeth said he would install new signs that the Borough has in stock.  Ms. Elaine Johnson, 3 Ferry Street, complimented the Council on the new welcome signs. In response to a question raised by Mr. Vandgrift, an extended conversation followed regarding a new well.  Ms. Hovan said that she would reach out to the consultant for an update on the location search.  There being no further questions or comments. the meeting was closed to the public on motion by Mr. Mann, seconded by Mr. Vandegrift.

Minutes - the meeting minutes of the March 14, 2022 Regular Meeting were approved on motion by Mr. Lipsen, seconded by Ms. Hendricks and carried. 
Ordinance No. 22-04 – First Reading – Bond Ordinance
“BOND ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR VARIOUS IMPROVEMENTS TO WORMAN ROAD, APPROPRIATING $400,000 THEREFOR AND AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $380,000 BONDS AND NOTES TO FINANCE A PORTION OF THE COSTS THEREOF, AUTHORIZED IN AND BY THE BOROUGH OF STOCKTON, IN THE COUNTY OF HUNTERDON, NEW JERSEY"
Ms. Hovan read Ordinance No. 22-04 by title and explained that the bond is for the repairs to Worman Road that she and the engineer have been working with FEMA on for claim purposes.  She added that the Borough appears to be eligible for 90% reimbursement and that the area is a public safety issue and that the Borough received assistance from the County to close off access.

Resolution No. 22-37, as filed in the Borough Clerk's office and to introduce Ordinance No. 22-04, was adopted on motion by Mr. Vandegrift, seconded by Mr. Lipsen and carried.

Roll Call:  
Ayes:  Hendricks, Lipsen, Mann, Vandegrift


 

Absent: Juncosa, Kozuhowski



Abstain: None

Ordinance No. 22-05 – First Reading – Exceed Cap Limits/Establish Cap Bank

“ORDINANCE TO EXCEED THE 2022 MUNICIPAL BUDGET APPROPRIATION LIMITS AND TO ESTABLISH A CAP BANK”
Ms. Hovan read Ordinance No. 22-05 by title and explained that ordinance is part of the budget preparation process to adjust for the cost of living index up to 3.5%. Resolution No. 22-38, as filed in the Borough Clerk's office and to introduce Ordinance No. 22-05, was adopted on motion by Mr. Mann, seconded by Mr. Lipsen and carried.

Roll Call:  
Ayes:  Hendricks, Lipsen, Mann, Vandegrift


 

Absent: Juncosa, Kozuhowski




Abstain: None

Ordinance No. 22-06 – First Reading – Water Rates

"AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AN ORDINANCE ENTITLED "AN ORDINANCE PRESCRIBING CHARGES, RENTALS, RULES AND REGULATION FOR THE MUNICIPAL WATER SYSTEM FOR THE BOROUGH OF STOCKTON, COUNTY OF HUNTERDON, STATE OF NEW JERSEY"
Ms. Hovan read Ordinance No. 22-06 by title and explained that ordinance adjusts the per thousand-gallon charge by 3%.  Resolution No. 2022-39, as filed in the Borough Clerk's office and to introduce Ordinance No. 22-06, was adopted on motion by Ms. Hendricks, seconded by Mr. Lipsen and carried.

Roll Call:  
Ayes:  Hendricks, Lipsen, Mann, Vandegrift


 

Absent: Juncosa, Kozuhowski




Abstain: None

Resolutions - the following Resolution, as filed in the Borough Clerk's office and listed below, was adopted on motion by Mr. Vandegrift, seconded by Mr. Mann and carried.

2022-40
Temporary Emergency Appropriations (water capital)

Roll Call:  
Ayes:  Hendricks, Lipsen, Mann, Vandegrift


 

Absent: Juncosa, Kozuhowski




Abstain: None

Introduction of 2022 Municipal Budget 
Ms. Hovan and Ms. McDaniel presented the 2022 Municipal Budget as recommended by the Finance Committee, noting the increase of 4 cents per $100 in assessed valuation and that known priorities have been provided for, as well as estimated increases for rising costs.  Ms. McDaniel noted that the emergency appropriation of $44,000 authorized in 2021 to address Hurricane Ida damage was funded in the budget.  Ms. Hovan announced that the public hearing is scheduled for May 16, 2022, at 7pm.

Resolution No. 2022-41, as filed in the Borough Clerk's office and to introduce the 2022 Municipal Budget, was adopted on motion by Mr. Mann, seconded by Mr. Lipsen and carried.

Roll Call:  
Ayes:  Hendricks, Lipsen, Mann, Vandegrift


 

Absent: Juncosa, Kozuhowski




Abstain: None

Claims for Payment - the Claims for Payment, as attached, were approved on motion by Mr. Lipsen, seconded by Ms. Hendricks and carried.

Roll Call:  
Ayes:  Hendricks, Lipsen, Mann, Vandegrift


 

Absent: Juncosa, Kozuhowski




Abstain: None

Discussion – NJDOT Repairs to Rt. 29
Mr. Lipsen said that the grants committee has been looking stormwater funding opportunities and was hoping to include measures to improve drainage areas.  He said that the State is not upgrading the pipe sizes along Rt. 29 and that perhaps some lobbying by the town would be necessary.  He referred to an engineering study for CR523 and Rt. 29 into the park and said that the County should work with the Borough.  Mr. Vandegrift said that the Borough would need engineering support to make the request to the State.  Mr. Mann suggested that the grants committee should discuss this issue with NJDEP when they meet on May 10th.  Mr. Lipsen said that he would explore ways to petition NJDOT directly.

Mayor Nemeth opened the meeting to the public.  Mr. Steve Giocondo asked about the average increase for the budget and Ms. McDaniel said that a home assessed at $400,000 would see an increase of $160 in the annual bill.

There being no questions or comments, the meeting was closed to the public on motion by Mr. Mann, seconded by Mr. Vandegrift and carried.

Council Liaison Reports

Mr. Lipsen said that the grants committee was meeting with NJDEP on May 10th to discuss stormwater and well issues, noted the 2 down STOP signs and the need to buy extras signs and posts for the recurring problem. Ms. Hovan asked about the "resident only" sign on Ferry Street, noting there is no corresponding ordinance for it.  Ms. Johnson said that she bought the sign and Ms. Hovan said that it could be returned when Mr. Sowsian installed the new signs.  Mr. Lipsen said that he toured the water and sewer system when collecting information for the budget and said that the well tank will require repair in the next couple of years.  He also reported that he was working with Mike Nokar regarding a Community Day that would be held on June 4th with a rain date of June 5th.  Mr. Lipsen said he was also working with the fire department regarding their calendar of events.

Mayor Nemeth announced the next meeting would be held on May 16th, at 7pm.

There being no additional discussion, the meeting was finally adjourned at 8:06pm on motion by Mr. Vandegrift, seconded by Mr. Mann and carried.

Respectfully submitted,

Michele Hovan, RMC

Borough Administrator/Clerk
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