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BOROUGH OF STOCKTON

BOROUGH COUNCIL

OFFICIAL MINUTES

                                                                                                                                    APPROVED: 
REGULAR MEETING

SEPTEMBER 12, 2022

The September 12, 2022 Regular Meeting of the Borough Council of the Borough of Stockton was called to order by Mayor Timothy J. Nemeth, at 7:07 pm.  The meeting was held at Stockton Borough Hall, 2 South Main Street, Stockton, NJ.  Mayor Nemeth read the “Sunshine Statement” indicating the meeting was being held in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act and led the flag salute.
Borough Administrator/Clerk Michele Hovan called the roll.  The following members of Council were present: Ms. Rebecca Hendricks, Mr. Adam Juncosa, Mr. Aaron Lipsen and Mr. Kenneth Kozuhowski.  Mr. Michael Mann and Mr. Donald Vandegrift were absent. There were 3 members of the public present.    

Mayor Nemeth opened the meeting to the public.  Tim Leonard, Worman Road, Delaware Township, asked for an update on the Worman Road project and also if there could be a different option than concrete barriers during the closure.  Ms. Hovan explained that the project has been funded and approved for reimbursement by FEMA, and that it is currently in the design phase.  She estimated that construction would occur in spring 2023.  Doris Hollgar, Worman Road, Delaware Township, also stated concerns about the timeline and said there were issues with fallen trees.  Mayor Nemeth said that he would ask about the barriers and added that residents were previously moving barricades aside before the jersey barriers were installed. He emphasized that the road was dangerous for travelers until repaired.  Mayor Nemeth also suggested that residents in Delaware Township discuss the tree issues with the Delaware Township Committee as they are better equipped to address those issues.
There being no additional comment or questions the meeting was closed to the public on motion by Mr. Juncosa, seconded by Mr. Kozuhowski and carried.

Minutes: The meeting minutes of the June 13, 2022 Regular Meeting and the July 11, 2022 Regular Meeting were approved on motion by Ms. Hendricks, seconded by Mr. Kozuhowski and carried.  
Ordinance No. 22-08 – Water Rate Adjustment

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AN ORDINANCE ENTITLED "AN ORDINANCE PRESCRIBING CHARGES, RENTALS, RULES AND REGULATION FOR THE MUNICIPAL WATER SYSTEM FOR THE BOROUGH OF STOCKTON, COUNTY OF HUNTERDON, STATE OF NEW JERSEY
Ms. Hovan read Ordinance No. 22-08 by title and explained that as discussed during budget adoption, an additional increase to the water rates was needed to carry the utility through 2022.  Mr. Lipsen said that he hoped the dry summer would realize improved revenue, too.  

Resolution No. 2022-53, as filed in the Borough Clerk’s office and to introduce Ordinance No. 22-08, was adopted on motion by Mr. Juncosa, seconded by Ms. Hendricks and carried.

 Roll Call:  
Ayes:  Hendricks, Juncosa, Lipsen, Kozuhowski


 

Nays:  None




Absent: Mann, Vandegrift 




Abstain: None

Resolutions:
Resolution Nos. 2022-54 through 2022-56, as listed below and filed in the Borough Clerk's office, were adopted on motion by Mr. Juncosa, seconded by Mr. Lipsen and carried.


2022-54   Submission of American Rescue Plan Firefighter Grant Application



2022-55   Certificate of Determination and Award (BAN sale)


2022-56   Refund of Marriage License Fee

Roll Call:  
Ayes:  Hendricks, Juncosa, Lipsen, Kozuhowski


 

Nays:  None




Absent: Mann, Vandegrift 




Abstain: None

2021 Municipal Audit
Ms. Hovan briefly summarized the 2021 municipal audit, noting no marks or recommendations and credited CFO Diane McDaniel and the finance team with the excellent report.  She reminded Council members that their responsibility is to acknowledge acceptance of the document, and to, at minimum, read the recommendations (of which there were none this year).

Resolution No. 2022-57 - Acceptance of 2021 Municipal Audit, as filed in the Borough Clerk’s office, was adopted on motion by Mr. Lipsen, seconded by Mr. Juncosa and carried.
Roll Call:  
Ayes:  Hendricks, Juncosa, Lipsen, Kozuhowski


 

Nays:  None




Absent: Mann, Vandegrift 




Abstain: None

Claims for Payment - the Claims for Payment, as attached, were approved on motion by Mr. Juncosa, seconded by Ms. Hendricks and carried.

Roll Call:  
Ayes:  Hendricks, Juncosa, Lipsen, Kozuhowski


 

Nays:  None




Absent: Mann, Vandegrift 




Abstain: None

Discussion – Tractor Trailer traffic on Broad/Church Streets
Ms. Hovan explained that a resident asked that the matter be reviewed again since the issue is continuing.  Ms. Hovan said that ordinance to restrict truck travel apparently isn’t working as hoped.  There was a discussion about Waze and commercial applications that route trucks to the street.  Mr. Juncosa said that there was no practical way to change those apps that he was aware of.  Council agreed to continue exploring options in the time ahead.

Mayor Nemeth opened the meeting to the public.  There being no questions or comments the meeting was closed to the public on motion by Mr. Juncosa, seconded by Ms. Hendricks and carried.  
Mayor's Report/Council Liaison Reports

Mayor Nemeth had no report.  Mr. Lipsen said that he had a contact for NJDOT maintenance, clarified that the STOP light at the bridge was for trucks, reported on an August 9th meeting with NJDEP representatives that 6 people attended and that a site visit was conducted.  He added that the grants committee was working on a NJDEP Municipal Assistance Resilience Planning Grant that is due for submission by September 23rd.

Mayor Nemeth announced that the next meeting would be held on October 10, 2022.  There being no additional discussion, the meeting was adjourned at 7:58pm on motion by Mr. Juncosa, seconded by Mr. Kozuhowski and carried.

Respectfully submitted,

Michele Hovan, RMC

Borough Administrator/Clerk
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