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BOROUGH OF STOCKTON

BOROUGH COUNCIL

OFFICIAL MINUTES

                                                                                                                                    APPROVED: 
REGULAR MEETING

OCTOBER 10, 2022

The October 10, 2022 Regular Meeting of the Borough Council of the Borough of Stockton was called to order by Mayor Timothy J. Nemeth, at 7:01 pm.  The meeting was held at Stockton Borough Hall, 2 South Main Street, Stockton, NJ.  Mayor Nemeth read the “Sunshine Statement” indicating the meeting was being held in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act and led the flag salute.
Borough Administrator/Clerk Michele Hovan called the roll.  The following members of Council were present: Mr. Aaron Lipsen, Mr. Kenneth Kozuhowski and Mr. Michael Mann.  Ms. Rebecca Hendricks and Mr. Adam Juncosa were absent.  Ms. Hovan noted that Mr. Donald Vandegrift had moved and would be sending his resignation to her accordingly.  There was one member of the public present.    

Mayor Nemeth opened the meeting to the public.  There being no comments or questions the meeting was closed to the public on motion by Mr. Mann, seconded by Mr. Kozuhowski and carried.

Minutes: The meeting minutes of the September 12, 2022 Regular Meeting were approved on motion by Mr. Lipsen, seconded by Mr. Kozuhowski and carried.  
Ordinance No. 22-08 – Water Rate Adjustment – Public Hearing
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AN ORDINANCE ENTITLED "AN ORDINANCE PRESCRIBING CHARGES, RENTALS, RULES AND REGULATION FOR THE MUNICIPAL WATER SYSTEM FOR THE BOROUGH OF STOCKTON, COUNTY OF HUNTERDON, STATE OF NEW JERSEY
Ms. Hovan read Ordinance No. 22-08 by title and explained that the increase was the recommended amount to fund the utility through 2022.  Mayor Nemeth opened the meeting to the public.  There being no questions or comments, the meeting was closed to the public on motion by Mr. Kozuhowski, seconded by Mr. Mann and carried.  Resolution No. 2022-58, as filed in the Borough Clerk’s office and to adopt Ordinance No. 22-08, was adopted on motion by Mr. Kozuhowski, seconded by Mr. Mann and carried.

 Roll Call:  
Ayes:  Lipsen, Kozuhowski, Mann, Nemeth

 

Nays:  None




Absent: Hendricks, Juncosa




Abstain: None

Claims for Payment - the Claims for Payment, as attached, were approved on motion by Mr. Lipsen, seconded by Mr. Mann and carried.

Roll Call:  
Ayes:  Lipsen, Kozuhowski, Mann, Nemeth


 

Nays:  None




Absent: Hendricks, Juncosa




Abstain: None

Discussion – Shared Services Agreements with Delaware Township
Mayor Nemeth reported that he and Ms. Hovan met with Delaware Township officials concerning their vacant and Stockton's soon-to-be vacant Clerk's position and that it was agreed that a shared service for the post(s) should be explored to perhaps attract a wider pool of applicants.  There was a brief discussion regarding the logistics, at least conceptually, and on motion by Mr. Lipsen, seconded by Mr. Kozuhowski and carried, all agreed to continue the discussions.  Mayor Nemeth also said that a sharing arrangement for the CFO position could be very efficient and that Delaware Township agreed.   Mr. Lipsen said he would like to be on the hiring committee.
Mayor Nemeth opened the meeting to the public.  There being no questions or comments the meeting was closed to the public on motion by Mr. Juncosa, seconded by Ms. Hendricks and carried.  
Mayor's Report/Council Liaison Reports

Mayor Nemeth had no report.  Mr. Mann said that he met with John Sowsian regarding several trees on Hilltop, dead pines on the water property and asked for an update.  Ms. Hovan said that she was unaware of the status or the issue.

Mr. Lipsen said that he submitted a Letter of Interest for the NJDEP Stormwater Resilience Grant that he hopes could fund stormwater studies and said that he met Thomas Brinkman who encouraged him to consider a stormwater utility.  Mr. Lipsen said he was unsure if such a utility would be worthwhile.  Ms. Hovan mentioned that the concept has been labeled a "rain tax" in the press and elsewhere and was unaware of any towns that had created one so far.  After a bit of discussion, Mr. Lipsen said that he was fine skipping the concept of a stormwater utility for Stockton.
Mayor Nemeth announced that the next meeting would be held on November 14, 2022.  There being no additional discussion, the meeting was adjourned at 7:32pm on motion by Mr. Kozuhowski, seconded by Mr. Mann and carried.

Respectfully submitted,

Michele Hovan, RMC

Borough Administrator/Clerk
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